
 

  November 25, 2013 

Briefing Note to Executive Council 
 

Title – People’s Assembly 

Type of Decision – Discussion / Direction 

Submitted by – Jeff Cook 

Issue 

There was a People’s Assembly on Saturday, November 30, 2013 at the Barclay Hotel 
in Port Alberni with video conference participation at the Executive Inn in Burnaby.  We 
were successful in achieving quorum. 

Background 

There were citizen motions that were passed and require Executive Council 
consideration.  The motions passed have been posted publically in accordance with the 
Government Act.  Three new citizen motions were put on the Agenda however there 
was not time to consider (see attached motions). 

As well, 72 citizens completed the feedback form and we have compiled the information 
into summary format (see attached) for discussion. 

Recommendation: 

Review the motions, citizen feedback forms and general discussion regarding the 
People’s Assembly held on November 30, 2013. 

 

 

 



 
    

PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY  
Saturday, November 30, 2013 

9:00 am, Ballroom at Barclay Hotel, Port Alberni 
(4277 Stamp Avenue) 

Video Conference in Vancouver – Executive Hotel Burnaby  
(4201 Lougheed Highway) 

AGENDA - AMENDED 
1. Breakfast  ..................................................................................................................... Everyone 

2. Call to Order  ................................................................................................................. Speaker 

3. Opening Prayer  ............................................................................................... Benson Nookemis 

4. Government Oath & Citizen Oath ....................................................................................... All 

5. Adoption of Agenda  ...................................................................................................... Speaker 

MOTION: 

BE IT RESOLVED to adopt the Agenda as amended. 

6.  “Celebrate our Success … Celebrate our Culture” ................................................. Speaker 

7. Huu-ay-aht Annual Report  ..................................................................................... Jeff Cook 
MOTION: 

BE IT RESOLVED to receive the Huu-ay-aht Annual Report which includes the 
Strategic Plan and Committee Annual Reports presented to the People’s 
Assembly on November 30, 2013. 

 

8. Appointment of Auditor  .......................................................................................... Jack Cook 

MOTION: 

BE IT RESOLVED to appoint Meyers Norris Penny as auditor for Huu-ay-aht First 
Nations for the period April 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014 and further to recommend 
that Executive Council ensure that any remaining steps to complete the 
appointment of Meyers Norris  Penny are completed by Friday, December 20, 
2013. 
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9. Audited Financial Statements  ....................................................................................... MNP 
 
MOTION: 

BE IT RESOLVED to receive the Huu-ay-aht Audited Annual Financial Statements 
presented to the People’s Assembly on November 30, 2013. 

10. Traditional Christmas Lunch (12 noon) .................................................................. Everyone 
 

11. Huu-ay-aht Development Corporation  ............................................................. Stan Coleman 
 

12. Citizen Motions: 
(a) House of Huu-ay-aht Floor  ............................................................................ Kristen Young 

MOTION: 
 
WHEREAS the floor of the House of Huu-ay-aht is warped, likely due in part to the 
heat impact of the skylight; and 
 
WHEREAS a Huu-ay-aht citizen suffered a serious knee injury because of the floor 
and has lost a season of work; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED to recommend that Executive Council incorporate the 
costs to repair the floor of the House of Huu-ay-aht and other structural alterations 
deemed necessary to make the floor safe for all existing and planned uses be 
incorporated into the 2014/2015 Budget Act with the repairs to be undertaken as 
soon as reasonability possible in the 2014/2015 fiscal year. 
 

(b) School Bus  ..................................................................................................... Kristen Young 

MOTION: 
 
WHEREAS School District 70 no longer provides bus transportation to the school 
for Anacla school children because of budget cuts; and 
 
WHEREAS HFN provides a school bus which is not safe; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED to recommend that Executive Council secure the use 
of a school bus by January 6, 2014 which meets all applicable safety standards. 
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(c) Risk Management  .......................................................................................... Robert Dennis 
 
MOTION: 
 
WHEREAS the HFN has a regulation regarding Risk Management. 
 
WHEREAS this regulation applies to Government. HFN public bodies and HFN 
business enterprises; 
 
WHEREAS the purpose of this regulation is to ensure risks to government, HFN 
public and HFN businesses are regularly assessed and mitigated to the extent 
possible; 
 
WHEREAS  a Risk Management must be; 
 

- Completed before the beginning of each year, and  
- Reviewed and adjusted at least once during each fiscal year and more 

often if there is a significant change to the assessed risks. 
 

WHEREAS the ED is responsible for undertaking, reviewing and adjusting the risk 
assessment required under subsection (1) for government, HFN public bodies and 
HFN businesses and for mitigating the risks for those bodies. 
WHEREAS the Chief Executive officer of the HDC is responsible for undertaking, 
reviewing and adjusting the risk management required under subsection (1) for 
Huu-ay-aht business enterprises and for mitigating the risk for those bodies. 
 
WHEREAS the HFN Executive Council has delegated a lot of authorities to the 
HFN Executive Director which may result in significant risk to the Nation. 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 
 
1. That the HFN Executive Council at each People’s Assembly, report the fees, 

stumpage or royalties earned from the Non Replaceable Forest License 
(NRFL) from HFN Treaty Lands. 
 

2. That the HFN Executive Council not authorize any expenditures from the 
fees, stumpage or royalties earned from the NRFL till it has been reviewed 
and considered at each HFN People’s Assembly. 

 
3. That Huu-ay-aht Development Corporation Chief Executive Officer, at each 

HFN People’s Assembly report the profits earned from the NRFL. 
 
4. That the HFN Executive Council or the Huu-ay-aht Development not ahorize 

any expenditures from the profits earned from the NRFL till it has been 
reviewed and considered at each HFN People’s Assembly. 
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5. That HFN Executive Council will consider a change to the Risk Management 

regulation that will enable the creation of a Risk Management Committee to 
be appointed by the HFN People’s Assembly. 

 
6. That the Risk Management Committee is to develop an annual Risk 

Management Plan. 
 
7. That the Executive Council will make amendments to the Risk Management 

regulation to enable changes suggested by the People’s Assembly. 

 

(d) Amendment to section 39 (2)(a) of the Government Act  .............................. Charlie Clappis 
 
MOTION: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED to recommend that Executive Council take the necessary steps to 
amend section 39 (2)(a) of the Government Act to read "be an honoured and 
respected individual". 
 
 

(e) HDC  ............................................................................................................. Rosanne Young 

MOTION: 
 
WHEREAS Huu-ay-aht has made a significant investment in the Huu-ay-aht 
Development Corporation (HDC) Group of Companies; and 
 
WHEREAS the future prosperity of Huu-ay-aht and the ability of the Huu-ay-aht 
government to fund important  programs and services depends on the HDC Group 
of Companies being very profitable and paying significant dividends to the Huu-
ay-aht government;  and  
 
WHEREAS Huu-ay-aht citizens should have a say in major HDC spending 
decisions that could affect the future success of HDC and its ability to be 
profitable and pay significant dividends to fund citizen programs and services,   
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED to recommend that Executive Council prepare and 
distribute an HDC spending approval report by March 1, 2014 on the feasibility, 
options, and implications of requiring that HDC Group of Companies spending 
involving a capital or operating expenditure in excess of $500,000 receive the 
prior approval of the People's Assembly; and 
 
that the HDC spending approval report be placed on the next People's Assembly 
agenda.  
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CITIZEN MOTIONS – WITHOUT REPORT 
 

(f) Implementation of Social Services Jurisdiction .............................................. Sheila Charles 
 
MOTION: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED to recommend to Executive Council to hold the HFN 
Administration fully accountable for not implementing the Social Services 
Jurisdiction; and further to recommend that Executive Council take the money 
from other projects and immediately implement this motion with legal 
assistance. 

 

(g) Detailed Audit on the Tides & Trails Market  ................................................ Sheila Charles 
 
MOTION: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED To recommend to Executive Council to: 

1. request from HDC a detailed audit of the Market for the last six month; and  

2. conduct an investigation to determine if the Market is being operated within 
the Huu-ay-aht Law with a report made public and available to all citizen by 
January 2014 

(h) Minority Percentage of Non-Huu-ay-aht’s working for  
the Nation & HDC .......................................................................................... Sheila Charles 
 

MOTION: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED to recommend to Executive Council to set a minority percentage 
on non-Huu-ay-aht’s employed by the nation similar to other provincial and the 
federal government; and for HDC to make all efforts to train and hire eligible 
Huu-ay-aht citizens for Huu-ay-aht businesses. 

 

13. Executive Council Reports on Citizen Motions considered  
at the December 8, 2012 People’s Assembly .............................................................. Jeff Cook 

MOTION: 

BE IT RESOLVED to accept the Executive Council Reports on Citizen motions considered 
at the December 8, 2012 People’s Assembly. 

 

(a) People’s Assembly held on Treaty Settlement Land  

(b) People’s Assembly Quorum  
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(c) Timber Harvest on Treaty Settlement Land 

(d) HFN Investment in HDC 

(e) Ottawa Trust Fund Benefit Program 

(f) Executive Council, Executive Director Salaries & Benefits 

(g) Education & Trades Training 

(h) Food, Social & Ceremonial Fish 

(i) Administration Organization Structure 

14. Adjourn .......................................................................................................................... Speaker 
                                                                 
 



Motion #1 by Simon Dennis: 
 

WHEREAS Huu-ay-aht First Nations (HFN) members who live in the Lower Mainland value 

our traditional language;  

 

WHEREAS HFN members in the lower mainland desire to learn our traditional language; and  

 

WHEREAS language study of our traditional language is available in Port Alberni. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED to recommend that Executive Council make language study 

of HFN's traditional language be made available to all HFN members through classes held in 

Vancouver or the Lower Mainland. 

 

 

 

Motion #2 by Silvia Dennis: 
 

WHEREAS the Huu-ay-aht First Nations (HFN) currently hold the annual People's Assembly 

and annual Executive Council Meeting each year on the same day in Port Alberni and satellite 

locations; 

 

WHEREAS it is important for all members to meet in person to discuss unresolved issues from 

the previous People's Assembly and issues in the community; and 

 

WHEREAS the People's Assembly meeting should fully involve all HFN members as we all 

make up the HFN and are one. 

 

THEREFORE be it resolved to recommend: 

 

1) that the People's Assembly and annual Executive Meeting be held annually on two back to 

back days, rather than on one day, in Port Alberni; 

 

2) that the HFN cover travel costs and accommodation to Port Alberni for all members traveling 

to the annual People's Assembly in order to enable all members to attend these important 

meetings; and 

 

3) that the satellite  meeting in the lower mainland be eliminated. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY, NOVEMBER 30, 2013 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

 

Be it resolved that the Citizenship Committee be directed to review the Citizenship Act in 

particular the following sections: 

 

Section 21 (d) “Is accepted by the Huu-ay-aht as member of the Huu-ay-aht according to 

Huu-ay-aht custom and has a demonstrated attachment to the Huu-ay-aht community. 

 

Section 25 (b) the individual is not of First Nations ancestry, and for at least 10 years 

before the date of his or her application enrolment, was married to, or living and 

cohabiting in a marriage-like relationship with a Huu-ay-aht treaty participant. 

 

Further that an analysis be conducted as to the impact these two sections will have on the 

Nation over a five to ten year period, in terms of the increasing number of non-Huu-ay-

aht becoming members. 
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